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powering emotions of horror which now
oppress the enquirer on a mere contempla-
tion of these dark and terrible rites.*

Happily, these blood-stained oblations
have ceased in Western India; and the
last of which I remember to have heard,
was amongst the Brahmins of the Deckan,
who long preserved the custom of yearly
sacrificing an aged woman, on the occa-
sion of the Rajah of Sattara's visit, to the
fort of Purtabghur,

Sir John Malcolm states, that a sect of
Kurradee Brahmins had a custom, at
Poonah, of annually sacrificing to their
infernal deities (Sactis), a young Brahmin $
and as, according to the sacred books, if
the victim is unwilling, the sacrifice is
forbidden, to prevent the possibility of
such an occurrence, the unsuspecting, but
devoted one, is frequently the stranger, who
for months or perhaps i rs, has shared the
hospitality of his murderer. The discon-

* I would refer the reader who may desire infor-
mation on the rites of sacrifice, to the volumes of the
Asiatic Researches, and to Mr. Ward's valuable
work on the Hindoos.